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Denhalter: Two Poems

NEW

MEXICO

QUARTERLY REVIEW

"

Oh you along the streets of living runYour profit freedom, but the price, their grave;
Your breath come freely, but their breathing done
That there shall never breathe another slave:
But hear them restle~ in their early tombYour living thrust between them and their doom!
ALBERTINE

Fox

TWO POEMS
THE

SCHOLAR

AND

THE

CHILD

A scholar studies the ocean's solemn text;
Two rivets span the preface of his mind
Linking the acetylene years of his intelligence
With the universe.: Callipered tides move
On the mirrors of his ancient eyes.
,

.

Upon' the beach a child, building a castle
In the sand, smiles aQ-d lifts his hands
In innocence before his eyes-then laughs.
The laughter bursts the crucible of the scholar's
Brain (formulas spill slowly from his hands)And the child's fabulous dream dissolves.

REFLECTIONS

ON

AN

OLD,

OLD

THEME

Death is our final exile from the sun,
Wherein is lost our brief inheritance of light;
Where all the dry, abortive legacies of noon
Fade from the desolate margins of our sight.
Death is our silent e~odus from day,
Where lusterless and dull our eyes discard
The remnants of desire, the soul's decay.
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